Spies and Espionage

True or False

It is difficult to tell fact from fiction in the shady world of spying and espionage where secrecy counts for
everything. Spy stories make great reading and many have been written which further blur the lines between
fiction and reality. Use this resource to see if you can tell fact from fantasy!

1. Cut out the template on the next page and the True and False sorting pouches.

2. Attach the pouches in the designated positions.
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Decide how you will decorate the front of your True or False activity — use the title page provided or
create your own.

Decide whether you think the statements are true or false and place them in the appropriate pouch.
Check the answers provided on the last page to see if you were right. (Don’t look yet!
Conduct some research to find out more about the facts you find interesting or surprising.

Add some of your own statements to the blank cards. Some made up, some true.
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Try the activity on someone else.
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with a poisoned pellet fired from an
umbrella:

In 1978 a Bulgarian author was killed

The CIA trained-a cat for spying

missions in the Soviet Union but it got

run over before it could complete a
mission.

The CIA made plans to kill Cuban
dicatator Fidel Castro with an
exploding cigar.

Every four years-the"Spy World Cup

is held-in Russia where*Spies'compete

against eachsother.over a_range of
tasks'to see-who is the best.

Spies sometimes-say they work for
government departments and make
their jobs sound so boring, no-one asks
them any-more about it.

The CIA developed a minature

helicopter that looked like an insect to

gather information in the 1970%. It
was called an-insectothopter.

Employees of MI5 and MI6 in the UK
are asked to sign The Official Secrets
Act to confirm their understanding
of the law asit relates to national
security.

The character of James Bond is based
on a real spy and some of the stories
are based on true-events.

The-Queen worked as*a spy forthe
secret services during World-War II.

An elephantcalled ‘Serge’»worked
suceessfullyras a spy for several
decades in_China.

Spies sometimes have surgery, to give
themunew faces whichuhelps'their
disquise-

Spies often carry a suicide pill which
they can swallow to stop them giving
away secrets if they are captured.

Children’s author Roald Dahl was a spy
during World War II when he worked
in' America:

It is believed that there as many
Russian spies in London now as there
were during the Cold War.

Bristish Intelligence once hid a camera
in a fake rock in a street in-Moscow.

Spy guns-have been made small
enough to fit into pens, watches and
even lipstick tubes.

Some-UK governmentidgency agents
are issued with a ‘License-to-Kill.’

There are university courses which train
you to be a ‘cyber spy.

Information-gained by Espionage was
important in Russia’s ability to develop
nuclear missiles.

The CIA have used a robot fish to
collect intelligence.




